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DEFORMED MULTIPLE WELL TEMPUVTE AND PROCESS OF USE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

5 This application is a continuation-in-part of copending United States 

patent application. Serial No. 08/508.635. filed on July 26. 1995 and United 
States patent application. Serial No. 08/548.565. filed on October 26. 1995. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
10 FIELD OF THE INVENTION: 

The present invention relates to a multiple well template and process of 
drilling multiple subterranean wells utilizing the template, and more particularly, 
to such a template and process wherein the template is defomied. positioned 
within a subterranean well bore and expanded for use in drilling multiple wells 
15 DESCRIPTION OF RELATED ART: 

Increasingly, well bores are being drilled into subterranean formations at 
an orientation which is purposely deviated from tme vertical by means of 
conventional whipstock technology or a mud motor secured in the drill string 
adjacent the drill bit. In fractured subterranean fonnations. deviated wells are 
utilized to increase the area of drainage defined by the well within the 
subterranean fonnation. and thus, increase production of hydrocarbons from the 
subterranean formation. An inherent problem in utilizing a conventional 
whipstock to drill a deviated well is that both the depth and radial orientation of 
the whipstock is set when the whipstock is positioned in the well bore and cannot 
be changed without retrieving the whipstock from the well bore and changing the 
depth and/or radial orientation thereof. 

In addition, wells drilled from offshore drilling platforms are usually 
deviated to increase the number of wells which can be drilled and completed 
from a single platfomi. Offshore drilling platforms which are utilized In deep 
water to drill and complete wells in a subterranean fonnatten vary in size, 
structure, and cost depending upon the water depth and the loads in which the 
platform will be set. For example, a platform may be constructed to be 
supported in part by one leg or caisson which extends to the ocean floor or by 
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as many as eight such legs or caissons. Costs of such offshore drilling platforms 
vary from approximately $5,000,000 to $500,000,000. Each offshore drilling 
platfomi is equipped with a set number of slots via which deviated wells can be 
drilled and completed through surface casing which is secured at the mudline by 
conventional techniques. 

Due to the significant capital expenditure required for these offshore 
Platfbmis. templates and processes for drilling and completing multiple wells via 
a single conductor, surface or intemiediate casing have been developed. 
Although the templates which have been developed can be utilized to drill and 
complete wells into subterranean formations or zones of the same or varying 
depths, these templates are not designed to drill and complete conventional 
sized bores, e.g. 7 inches, from a well bore of a similar conventional size so as 
to maximize the production rate of fluid from the subterranean formation(s) 
and/or zone(s) and provide mechanical integrity and a hydraulic seal at the 
template. Thus, a need exists for apparatus and processes to drill and complete 
multiple subterranean wells of a conventional size from a well bore of a similar 
convenUonal size into a plurality of subterranean fomiations or zones. A further 
need exists for an apparatus and process to drill and complete multiple 
subterranean well bores at greater degrees of separation from each other 
thereby significantly increasing the area of drainage and thus enhancing 
hydrocarbon recovery from the well. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to provide a deformed 
template and process for drilling and completing multiple subterranean wells 
having bore sizes which substantially correspond to the size of the bore from 
25 vtrtiich the multiple wells are being drilled utilizing such template. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a process for 
expanding a multi well defonned template in situ. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a defonned 
template and process for drilling and completing multiple wells from an already 
30 existing well bore once such template is expanded which is cost effective. 

It is still another object of the present invention to provide a deformed 
template and process for drilling and completing multiple subterranean wells 



20 



2 



wo 99/04135 



PCT/US98A)4383 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
purpo^. Of the preset ,m,en«on. as embodied and broadly described herein 

Tdl'^T''""'*^''^"""'*"™'"-'^--"'-"^^^^^^ 

or dn,„n9 end con-pleUng mu„,p,e subtenanean we„s from a firs, casing The 
lernplate comprise, a body having a. leas, ,wo .ubulars. each o( which are 

defonnedbu.cap3b,eo.bein3expandeduponapp,ica«onof,ui.ablefo,ce and 
means for securing the body to the first casing. 

In another characterialion of the present i™«„,ion. a lemprate is 
provided for drilling and completing mul,,,). e^terranean wells Iron, a firs, 
casrng The .emplale comprises a bod, and rroans fo, securing the bodyto the 
1= rstcasing. The body has , firs, end face and a pK,ra,«y of ax^l, e«e„d.g 
bores therethrough which intersect tl« first end face. A, leas, one of .he axiai' 
extendrng bor.s being defomted for posittonhg in the firs. c«i„g and capable 
of being expanded. 

In yet another characterizaUon of ttte present invention, a process is 
20 pro,,ded lor dr«.ng wells via a first casing which extends from *e surface of the 
earih ^,0 a firs, subtermnean well bore. The process comprises securing a 
defom,ed .emplaa having a. leas. h«, .ubulars which are deformed lo the first 
casmg. expanding each of the a. leas. h,o .ubulars, and drilling a second 
subierranean well bore tttrough one of tt,e a. leas, hvo .ubulars into a firs. 
25 subterranean formation. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

■r^^a'^companying drawings, which are incorporated in and form a part 
of the specification, illustrate the embodiments of the present invention and. 
30 together with the description, serve to explain the principles of the invention. 
In the drawings: 
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PIG. 1 1s a cross sectional view of one embodiment of a template of the 
present invention in an expanded fomi: 

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present .nvention of FIG. 1 in a deformed state for positioning in a subterranean 
well bore; 

FIG. 3a is a sectional view of one embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 3a-3a of Figure 1; 

FIG. 3b is a sectional view of one embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 3b-3b of Figure 2; 

FIG. 4a is a sectional view of one embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 4a-4a of Figure 1 ; 

FIG. 4b is a sectional view of one embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 4b-4b of Figure 2; 

FIG. 5a is a sectional view of another embodiment of the body of the 
template of the present invention in an expanded state; 

FIG. 5b is a sectional view of another embodiment of the body of the 
template of the present invention in a defonned state; 

FIG. 6a is a sectional view of a further embodiment of the body of the 
template of the present invention in an expanded state; 

FIG. 6b is a sectional view of further embodiment of the body of the 
template of the present invention in a defomed state; 

FIG. 7a is a sectional view of a still another embodiment of the body of the 
template of the present invention in an expanded state; 

FIG. 7b is a sectional view of still another embodiment of the body of the 
25 template of the present invention in a defonned state; 

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional view of another embodiment of a template of 
the present invention in an expanded iom; 

FIG. 9 is a cross sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention of FIG. 8 in a defomied state for positioning in a subterranean 
30 well bore; 

FIG. 10a is a sectional view of another embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 1 0a-1 Oa of Figure 8; 
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FIG. 1 0b is a sectional view of another embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 10b-10b of Figure 9; 

FIG. 1 1 a is a sectional view of another embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 1 1a-1 la of Figure 8; 
5 FIG. 1 1 b is a sectional view of another embodiment of the template of the 

present invention taken along the line 1 1b-l ib of Figure 9; 

FIGS. 12a-12g are schematic views of the downhole template of the 
present invention which is illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 9 as utilized to drill and 
complete multiple subterranean wells in accordance with the process of the 
10 present Invention; 

FIG. 1 3 is a cross sectional view of still another embodiment of a template 
of the present invention in an expanded form; 

FIG. 14 is a cross sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 

presentinventionofFIG. 13 in a defomied state for posftioning in a subterranean 
• 5 well bore; 

FIG. 15a is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 15a-15a of Figure 13; 

FIG. 1 5b Is a perspective view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 15b-15b of Figure 14; 

FIG. 16a is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 16a-16a of Figure 13; 

FIG. 16b is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 16b-16b of Figure 14; 

FIG. 17a is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 17a-17a of Figure 13; 

FIG. 17b is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 17b.17b of Figure 14; 

FIG. 18a is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 18a-18a of Figure 13; 

FIG. 18b is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 18b-18b of Figure 14; 
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FIG. 19 is a cross sectional view of a further embodiment of a template 
of the present invention in an expanded form; 

FIG. 20 is a cross sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention of FIG. 1 9 in a defomied state for positioning in a subterranean 
well bore; 

FIG. 21a is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present Invention taken along the line 21a-21a of Figure 19; 

FIG. 21b is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 21b.21b of Figure 20; 

FIG. 22a is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 22a-22a of Figure 19; 

FIG. 22b is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken atong the line 22b-22b of Figure 20: 

FIG. 23a is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
1 5 present invention taken along the line 23a-23a of Rgure 1 9; 

FIG. 23b is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 23b-23b of Figure 20; 

FIG. 24a is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 
present invention taken along the line 24a-24a of Figure 19; 
20 FIG. 24b is a sectional view of the embodiment of the template of the 

present invention taken along the line 24b-24b of Figure 20; 

FIG. 25a is a sectional view of an alternative embodiment of the template 
of the present invention taken atong the line 21a-21a of Figure 19; 

FIG. 25b is a sectional view of an altemative embodiment of the template 
25 of the present invention taken along the line 21b-21b of Figure 20; 

FIG. 26a is a sectional view of an altemative embodiment of the template 
of the present invention taken along the line 22a-22a of Figure 19; 

FIG. 26b is a sectional view of an altemative embodiment of the template 
of the present invention taken along the line 22b-22b of Figure 20; 
30 FIG. 27a is a sectional view of an altemative embodiment of the template 

of the present invention taken along the line 23a-23a of Figure 19; 
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FIG, 27b is a sectional view of an aKemative embodiment of the template 
of the present invention taken along the line 23b.23b of Figure 20; 

FIG. 28a is a sectional view of an alternative embodiment of the template 
of the present invention taken along the line 24a-24a of Figure 19; and 

FIG. 28b is a sectional view of an alternative embodiment of "the template 
of the present invention taken along the line 24b-24b of Figure 20. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
Referring to FIG. 1. a multiple well template or guide is illustrated 
generally as 10 and has a generally tubular upper section 1 1 . an intermediate 
body section 13. and a pluraHty of tubular members 16. Body section 13 is 
provided with two bores 14 and 15 therethrough. As secured together with the 
upper section bores 14 and 15 communicate with bore 12 through tubular upper 
section 1 1 thereby defining a generally Y-shaped Junction having one inlet I e 
bore 12. and two outlets, i.e. bores 14 and 15. The upper end of body 13 
defines an upper end face 19 which both bores 14 and 15 intersect. One or 
more tubular members 16 are secured together, aligned wfth bote 14 or 15 and 
secured to body section 13. In a like manner, one or more tubular members 16 
are secured to the other bore 14 or 15. The components of the multiple well 
template or guide of FIG. l may be secured together by any suitable means as 
will be evident to a skilled artisan, such as by welds. One set of tubular 
members 16 are provided with screw threads 17 at the lower end thereof for 
attachment to a suitable float valve (not Illustrated) while the other set of tubular 
members 16 are provided with a bull plug or welded cap 18. Although the 
tubulars 16 which are aligned with each bore 14 and 15 are generally parallel, 
the tubulars may be arranged so as to diverge from each other toward the 
bottom of the template as arranged in a well bore. If arranged to diverge, the 
degree of such divergence usually should not exceed 2" over the entire length 
of template 10. and is preferably less than r . in the embodiment illustrated in 
FIGS. 1 and 2. one set of tubular members 16 is shorter than the other set so as 
to provide a portion of subterranean formation between the ends of each set of 
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tubular members within which a drill string emanating from the shorter set may 
be deviated so as to minimize the possibility of interference between well bores 
Which are drilled and completed in accordance with the present invention The 
sets of tubular members may also be substantially identical in length. In either 
embodiment, one or both sets of tubular members 16 may be provided with a 
whlpstock(s) secured thereto to further assist in minimizing interference between 
the well bores drilled utilizing template 1 0 of the present invention. 

The embodiment of the multlwell template illustrated in FIG. 1 and 
described above is crushed or defomied (FIG. 2) to pemiit passage through a 
subterranean well bore. As illustrated in FIG. 2. the multiwell template 10 of FIG. 
2 has one side thereof, i.e. one side of upper section 11 (FIG. 3b). bore 15 
through body section 13 (FIG. 4b) and the tubular members 16 having a bull plug 
or welded cap 18 secured to the lower end thereof cmshed or deformed, while 
the other side remains in an expanded form. As illustrated in FIGS. S-Ta and b. 
the body section of the template of the present invention may have several 
different shapes or configurations as both constructed and deformed. The 
template 10 may be crushed by any suitable means, such as by using a 
mechanical press in conjunction with hydraulic pressure. Template 10 is 
constructed of metal, for example steel. Template 10 may be utilized at any 
point during the construction of a well, and as such, is secured to the bottom of 
drive pipe, conductor, surface or intermediate casing, or production or 
intermediate liner by any suitable means, such as welds or screw threads, for 
positioning in a subterranean well bore as hereafter described. Once positioned 
at a desired subterranean location, template 10 (FIG. 2) is initially expanded by 
25 means of hydraulic pressure and thereafter fully expanded into the fonn 
illustrated in FIG. 1 by means of mechanical swedges and/or casing rollers which 
may be run on drill pipe to ream the crushed side of template 10 to its original 
configuration as will be evident to a skilled artisan. The template of the present 
invention may then be employed to drill and complete multiple subterranean 
30 wells in a manner as hereinafter described . As illustrated in FIG. 1 . template 1 0 
is symmetrical as expanded, i.e. bore 12 through first section 11. bores 14 and 
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15 through body section 13 and the corresponding tubulars 16 depending 
therefrom are axially symmetrical with respect to the bore through the drive pipe 
conductor, surface or intermediate casing, or producton or intermediate Uner 
from which template 10 depends. 

Referring to FIG. 8. another embodiment of the template of the present 
mvenhon is illustrated generally as 20 and is generally configured as template 
10 With generally tubular upper secf on 21 corresponding to 11. intermediate 
body section 23 and bores 24 and 25 to 13. 14 and 15. and a plurality of tubular 
members 26 to 16 of template 10. The upper end of body 23 defines an upper 
end face 29 which both bores 24 and 25 intersect However, bore 25 and the 
portion of bore 22 through upper tubular 21 and the members 26 aligned with 
and depending from bore 25 are all axially offset as expanded (FIGS. 8. 10a 
and 11a). This axially offset portion of template 20 is defomied or cmshed 

(FIGS. 9, 10b and H b) for positioning template 20 within a subterranean well 
1 5 bore as hereafter described. 

In operation, a well bore 33 is under reamed by means of an under 
reamer to fomi an enlarged section 35 into which template 20 may be 
subsequently positioned and expanded (FIG. 12a). Template 20 is defomied to 
the configuration illustrated in FIG. 9 and is secured to the bottom of surface or 
intemiedlate casing 30 by any suitable means, such as welds or screw threads 
As illustrated in FIG. 12b. surface or intemiedlate casing 30 with template 20 
secured to the bottom thereof is positioned within a well bore 33 and 35. Well 
bore 33 can be generally vertical or deviated. Surface or intemiediate casing 30 
extends to the surface of the earth 31 thereby defining a well head. In 
accordance with the present invention, template 20 is expanded (FIG. 12c) by 
means of hydraulic pressure and a mechanical swedge(s) and/or casing roller(s) 
to the fomi illustrated in FIG. 9. Once expanded the template and casing can be 
cemented in place. A whipstock or orienting cam 37 is sealingly posWoned 
within bore 24 of body section 23 of template 20 and automatically oriented such 
as by a lug or key arrangement as will be evident to as skilled so that the 
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inclination of the whipstock or orienting cam functions to guide a driil string into 
bore 25. 

A conventional drill string 40 including a drill bit and mud motor (FIG. I2d) 
is transported within casing 30 and into bore 25 of template 20 whereupon plug 
5 28 and cement, if any. is drilled out of tubulars 26. Thereafter, a first well bore 
60 is drilled by the drill string in a conventional manner as will be evident to the 
skilled artisan with drilling mud and fonnation cuttings being circulated out of well 
bore 60 to surface 31 and through tubulars 26 and bores 25 and 22 in the 
template and casing 30 to the surface. Although illustrated In FIG. 12d as 
1 0 deviated, first well bore 60 can also be drilled In a generally vertical orientation. 
Thereafter, the drill string is withdrawn from casing 30 and liner 62 is lowered 
through casing 30 and is secured to template 20 (FIG. 12e) by means of 
conventional liner hanger. The liner hanger may also be seated upon and 
supported by a profile, e.g. annular shoulder, fomied witiiin bore 25 or tubulars 
15 26. The liner hanger includes an expandable packer to seal the annulus 
behveen the liner hanger and bore 25 or tubulars 26 and expandable slips to 
assist in securing the hangervwthin bore 25 ortubulars 26. Depending upon the 
total load supported by a profile within bore 25. slips may not be needed to assist 
in supporting such load. Uner 62 can be cemented within first well bore 60. The 
20 whipstock 37 is then withdrawn from bore 24. Since template 20 is asymmetrical 
as expanded, bore 24 is essentially aligned with casing 30 so that a whipstock 
or orienting cam is not necessary to divert a drill string therein. In the instance 
where the template of the present invention is symmetrical as expanded, it will 
be necessary to rotate and Insert the whipstock or orienting cam 37 into bore 25 
25 of template 20. A drill string 40 is then transported via casing 30 into bore 24 
and the float equipment which is secured to the lower end of tubulars 26 is drilled 
out. The drill string is passed through bore 24 and a second well bore 70 is 
drilled. Although illustrated In FIG. 12f as deviated, second weU bore 70 can also 
be drilled in a generally vertical orientation, usually if first well bore 60 was 
30 deviated. Thereafter, the drill string is withdrawn from casing 30 and liner 72 is 
lowered through casing 30 and is secured to template 20 (FIG. 12g) by means 
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of conventional liner hanger as described above. Liner 72 can be cemented 
wrth.n second well bore 70 as m be e^dent to the skilled artisan. The template 
Of he present invention can be utilized during drilling of wells from onshore 
dnihng ngs and/or offshore drilling platfom,s. As thus completed in accordance 
w.th the present invention, fluids, such as hydrocarbons, are simultaneously 
produced from both wells 60 and 70 via liners 62 and 72. respectively and 
commingled for production to the surface via casing 30 or tubing positioned 
w.th,n the casing 30 or separately produced to the surface using dual tubing 
stnngs as will be evident to a skilled artisan. 

Although the template of the present invention has been described above 
and illustrated in FIGS. 1-12 as having only one side or portion thereof defom«d 
or crushed, the template may have both sides including tubular members 
defomied or crushed. In FIG. 13. a multiple well template or guide Is illustrated 
generally as 1 10 and has a generally tubular upper section 111. an intemiediate 
bodysecticn113.andapluralityoftubularmembers116. Body section113is 
provided With two bores 114 and 115 therethrough and has an upper end face 
119 which both bores Intersect As secured together wHh the upper section 
bores 1 14 and 115 communicate with bore 112 through tubular upper section 
1 1 1 thereby defining a generally Y-shaped junction having one inlet, i.e bore 

1 12. and two outlets. i.e. bores 1 14 and 115. One or more tubular members 1 16 
are secured together, aligned with bore 1 14 or 1 15 and secured to body section 

113. In a like manner, one or more tubular members 116 are secured to the 
other bore 1 14 or 1 15. The components of the multiple well template or guide 
of FIG. 13 may be secured together by any suitable means as will be evident to 
a skilled artisan, such as by welds or screw threads. One set of tubular 
members 1 1 6 is provided with a float valve (not illustrated) while the other set of 
tubular members 116 are provided with a bull plug or wekied cap 118. If 
arranged to diverge, the degree of such divergence of the sets of tubular 
members 1 16 usually should not exceed 2" over the entire length of template 
110. and is preferably less than r. m the embodiment illustrated In FIGS. 13 
and 14. one set of tubular members 1 16 is shorter than the other set so as tp 



11 



wo 99/04135 



FCTAJS98/Q4383 



10 



15 



provide a portion of subterranean formation between the ends of each set of 
tubular members within which a drill string emanating from the shorter set may 
be deviated so as to minimize the possibility of interference between well bores 
which are drilled and completed in accordance with the present invention. The 
sets of tubular members may also be substantially identical in length. In either 
embodiment one or both sets of tubular members 1 16 may be provided with a 
whipstock(s) secured thereto to further assist in minimizing interference between 
the well bores drilled utilizing template 1 10 of the present invention. 

The embodiment of the multiwell template illustrated in FIG. 13 and 
described above is aushed or defomied (FIG. 14) to pemiit passage through a 
subterranean well bore. As illustrated in FIG. 14. the multiwell template 1 10 of 
FIG. 13 has both sides thereof crushed or defomied. i.e. both sides of upper 
section 1 1 1 (FIGS. 15b and 16b). bores 1 14 and 1 15 through body section 113 
(FIG. 17b) and the tubular members 116 (FIG.ISb). As illustrated in FIGS. 5-7a 
and b. the body section 113 of template 110 of the present invention may have 
several different shapes or configurations as both constructed and deformed. 
The template 10 may be crushed by any suitable means, such as by using a 
mechanical press In conjunction with hydraulic pressure. Template 110 Is 
constructed of metal, for example steel. Template 1 10 may be utilized at any 
20 point during the construction of a well, and as such, is secured to the bottom of 
drive pipe, conductor, surface or intemrtediate casing, or production or 
intermediate liner by any suitable means, such as welds, for positioning in a 
subterranean well bore as hereafter described. Once positioned at a desired 
subterranean location, template 1 10 (FIG. 14) is Initially expanded by means of 
25 hydraulic pressure and thereafter fully expanded into the fbmi illustrated in FIG. 
13 by means of mechanical swedges and/or casing rollers which may be run on 
drill pipe to ream the crushed side of template 10 to its original configuration as 
wilf be evident to a skilled artisan. The template 1 10 of the present invention 
may then be employed to drill and complete multiple subterranean wells in a 
30 manner as described above and illustrated in FIGS. 12a-g with respect to 
template 20 (FIGS. 8 and 9). As illustrated in FIG. 14, template 110 is 
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asymmetrical as expanded, i.e. bore 112 through first section 111. bore 115 
through body section 113 and the corresponding tubuiars 116 depending 
therefrom are axially offset with respect to the bore through the drive pipe 
conductor, surface or intemiediate casing, or production or intermediate liner 
fi^om which template 1 10 depends. 

Another embodiment of the multiple well template or guide is illustrated 
-n FIG. 19 generally as 210 and has a generally tubular upper section 21 1 . an 
intemiediate body section 213. and a plurality of tubular members 216. Body 
section 213 is provided with two bores 214 and 21S therethrough and has an 
upper end face 219 which both bores intersect. As secured together with the 
upper section bores 214 and 215 communicate with bore 212 through tubular 
upper section 211 thereby defining a generally Y-shaped junction having one 
inlet. i.e. bore 212. and two outlets, i.e. bores 214 and 215. One or more tubular 
members 216 are secured together, aligned with bore 214 or 215 and secured 
to body section 213. In a like manner, one or more tubular members 216 are 
secured to the other bore 214 or 215. The components of the multiple well 
template or guide of FIG. 1 9 may be secured together by any suitable means as 
will be evident to a skilled artisan, such as by welds. One set of tubular 
members 216 is provided with a float valve (not illustrated) while the other set of 
tubular members 218 are provided with a bull plug or weWed cap 218. If 
arranged to diverge, the degree of such divergence of the sets of tubular 
members 216 usually should not exceed 1" over the entire length of template 
210. and is preferably less than r . In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 19 
and 20. one set of tubular members 216 is shorter than the other set so as to 
provide a portion of subterranean fomiation between the ends of each set of 
tubular members within which a drill string emanaUng from the shorter set may 
be deviated so as to minimize the possibility of interference between well bores 
which are drilled and completed in accordance with the present invention. The 
sets of tubular members may also be substantially identical in length. In either 
embodiment, one or both sets of tubular members 216 may be provided with a 
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whlpstock{s) secured thereto to farther assist in minimizing interference between 
the well bores drilled utilizing template 210 of the present invention. 

The embodiment of the muitiwell template illustrated in FIG. 19 and 
described above is crushed or defomied (FIG. 20) to pemiit passage through a 
subterranean well bore. As illustrated in FIG. 20. the muitK^ell template 210 of 
FIG. 19 has both sides thereof crushed or defomied. i.e. both sides of upper 
section 211 (FIGS. 21b and 22b). bores 214 and 215 through body section 213 
(FIG. 23b) and the tubular members 216 (FIG.24b). As illustrated in FIGS. 5-7a 
and b. the body section 213 of template 210 of the present invention may have 
several different shapes or configurations as both constructed and deformed. 
The template 210 may be crushed by any suitable means, such as by using a 
mechanical press in conjunction wtth hydraulic pressure. Template 210 is 
constructed of metal, for example steel. Template 210 may be utilized at any 
point during the construction of a well, and as such, is secured to the bottom of 
drive pipe, conductor, surface or intermediate <»sing. or production or 
intermediate liner by any suitable means, such as welds, for positioning in a 
subterranean well boie as hereafter described. Once positioned at a desired 
subterranean location, template 210 (FIG. 20) is initially expanded by means of 
hydraulic pressure and thereafter fully expanded Into the torn illustrated in FIG. 
20 19 by means of mechanical swedges and/or casing rollers which may be run on 
drill pipe to ream the crushed side of template 210 to its original configuration as 
will be evident to a skilled artisan. The template 210 of the present invention 
may then be employed to drill and complete multiple subterranean wells in a 
manner as described above and illustrated in FIGS. 12a-g with respect to 
25 template 20 (FIGS. 8 and 9), As illustrated in FIG. 19. template 210 is 
symmetrical as expanded, i.e. bore 212 through first section 211. bores 214 and 
215 through body section 213 and the corresponding tubulars 216 depending 
therefrom are symmetrical with respect to the bore through the drive pipe, 
conductor, surface or intermediate casing, or production or intermediate liner 
30 from which template 2 1 0 depends. 
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The following example demonstrates the practice and utility of the present 
.nvenhon. but is not to be construed as limiting the scope thereof. 

EXAMPLE 

A drilling rig is skidded over a slot on a conventional offshore drilling 
platfomi and a 36 inch diameter bore is drilled from mudline to 400 feet A 30 
.nch diameter casing is positioned within the bore and is conventionally 
cemented therein. A drill string with a 26 inch drill bit is inserted within the 30 
•nch casing and a 26 inch diameter bore is drilled from 450 feet to a 2500 foot 
depth. A 20 inch diameter casing string is run to 2500 feet and cemented A 
17 V^ inch diameter bore is drilled from 2500 feet to 4.500 feet and a 13 3/8 inch 
diameter casing is run to 4.500 feet and cemented. A 12 1/4 Inch diameter 
bore is drilled from 4.500 feet to 12.000 feet and the bore is under reamed to 
a 24 inch diameter from 11.940 feet to 12.000 feet. A 9 5/8 inch diameter 
casing having one embodiment of the defomied template of the present 
inventwn secured to the lowemiost joint thereof is positioned within the 24 inch 
well bore and the 9 5/8 inch casing is secured to the well head equipment. The 
deformed template is expanded by means of hydraulic pressure and a 
mechanical swedge such that the tubulars thereof are 7 inches in diameter. 
Once expanded the template and 9 5/8 Inch diameter casing are cemented in 
place. A whipstock or orienting cam is seaiingly positioned within one bore of 
body section of the template. A conventional drill string including a drill bit and 
mud motor is transported within the 9 5/8 inch casing and guided by the 
whipstock through one bore of the template to drilled the cement out of tubulais 
of the template. Thereafter, a first well bore is drilled to 1 5.000 feet by the drill 
string in a conventional manner as win be evMent to the skilled artisan. The drill 
string is then withdrawn from the 9 5/8 inch casing and a liner is lowered 
through the 9 5/8 inch casing into the first well bore and is secured to the 
template by means of a conventional liner hanger. The liner is cemented within 
the first well bore, the whipstock is then withdrawn from bore of the template 
to the surface and the drill string is then transported via the 9 5/8 inch casing 
into the other bore through the template and the float equipment which is 
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secured to the lower end of tubulars of the template is drilled out. The drill 
string is passed through this bore and a second well bore is drilled to 16,000 
feet. Thereafter, the drill string is withdrawn from the 9 5/8 inch casing and a 
liner is lowered into the second well bore and is secured to the template by 
5 means of conventional liner hanger. The liner is then cemented within the 
second well bore. 

Although described above as being secured to the bottom of drive pipe, 
conductor, surface or intermediate casing, or production or intemiediate liner 
by any suitable means, such as welds, the template can be equipped with a 

10 conventional packer assembly (not illustrated) which is positioned about and 
secured to the periphery of the template, preferably at the upper end thereof as 
positioned within a well bore. The packer assembly comprises a plurality of 
expandable, annular elastomeric elements and a plurality of slip elements. In 
this embodiment, the template is sized to be received within the drive pipe. 

1 5 conductor, surface or intermediate casing, or production or intemiediate liner, 
and thus, can be lowered by means of a drill string, tubing string, or wireline 
(not illustrated) within the drive pipe, conductor, surface or Intermediate casing, 
or productbn or Intemiediate liner. Once positioned near the lowermost end of 
drive- pipe, conductor, surface or intermediate casing, or production or 

20 intermediate liner, the slips and packer elenrients are sequentially expanded into 
engagement with drive pipe, conductor, surfece or intemiediate casing, or 
production or intemiediate liner in a manner and by conventional means as will 
be evident to a skilleitf artisan so as to secure the template within drive pipe, 
conductor, surface or intermediate casing, or production or intermediate liner 

25 and seal the annulus therebetween. The slips are sized and configured to 
support not only the template, but also production casings. 

Although the multiple well template of the present invention has been 
illustrated and described as having two bores therethnaugh, it will be evident to 
a skilled artisan that the template can be provided with three or more bores 

30 depending upon the diameter of the bore into which the template, is positioned 
and the diameter of the well bores to be drilled using the template. 
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«^^a» ,0 « »™ or .ore sepa^e sub«rran.«, v,e„s ,ro. eacH o, ,ut a 

be sacked, for exanpte a template r^y be secured u> ,h. loo, tubular of 

.ub^r Of , surface ten,p,a.e. « . of «,e present i„«n.^„ 

^^»nK.« «,l, bores can bed,«,ed,™n„ 000,0,00 wen bore ut.^, 

a^Tl " - P--*^ -•""bed 

andthatm,eeoroK„ewellscaobedo«edaodseparate^c»mpb.ed from each 

•mptate of the present .oveotion wtWch |, secured to each of such tubulars of 
the surface template. 

While the Ibregoiog prrtioed embodlo«ots of the Invemloo have been 
«escnbed and shown, i, is uod^stood that the alternatives and modiBca.ions 
such as those suggested and others, ma, be made thereto and fall within the 
scope of the invention. 
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CLAIMS 

I claim: 

1 1- A deformed template for drilling and completing multiple 

2 subterranean wells from a first casing, said template comprising: 



a body having at least two tubulars. each of said at least two tubulars 

4 being defomied but capable of being expanded upon application of suitable 

5 force; and 

6 means for securing said body to said first casing. 

1 2. The template of claim 1 wherein said at least two tubulars are 

2 deformed substantially symmetrically. 

1 3. The template of claim 1 wherein said at least two tubulars are 

2 deformed asymmetrically. 

1 4. The template of claim 1 wherein said at least two tubulars are 

2 axially symmetrical when expanded. 

1 5. The template of claim 1 wherein said at least two tubulars are 

2 axially asymmetrical when expanded. 

1 6. The template of claim 1 wherein said tubulars are divergent. 

1 7. The template of claim 1 wherein said body has three tubulars. 

1 8. The template of claim 1 wherein one of said at least two tubulars 

2 is longer than the other tubular. 

1 9. The template of daim 1 wherein said means for securing 

2 comprises virelds. 

1 10. The template of claim 1 wherein said means for securing 
comprises an packer assembly which is attached around the periphery of said 

3 body. 

1 11. The template of claim 1 wherein said first casing is drive pipe, 

2 conductor casing, surface casing, intermediate casing, production liner or 

3 intemnediate liner. 

1 12. The template of claim 1 wherein said first casing is deviated. 

1 13. The template of. claim 1 wherein said body is comprised of 

2 multiple components. 

18 
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1 14. 



The template of claim 1 wherein said at least two tubulars are 
2 welded together. 

1 5. The template of claim 1 further comprising an elongated frame 
interposed between and secured to said at least two tubulars. 

1 6. The template of claim 1 wherein said body is generally cylindrical. 



1 
2 
1 
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The template of claim 1 wherein said body has a one common 
inlet in communication with each of said at least two tubulars. 

1 1 8. A template for drilling and completing multiple subterranean wells 

2 from a first casing , said template comprising: 
a body having a first end face and a plurality of axially extending bores 

therethrough which intersect said first end face, at least one of said axially 
extending bores being defomied for positioning in said first casing and capable 
6 of being expanded: and 



2 



7 



1 



means for securing said body to said first casing. 



1 1 9. The template of claim 18 wherein said bores are divergent. 

1 20. The template of claim 18 wherein said body has two axially 



2 extending, bores therethrough. 



21 . The template of claim 20 wherein both of said axially extending 

2 bores are deformed. 

1 22. The template of claim 20 wherein said two axially extending bores 

2 are divergent. 

1 23. The template of claim 20 wherein one of said two bores is longer 

2 than the other bore. 

1 24. The template of claim 18 wherein said means for securing 

2 comprises welds. 

25. The template of claim 18 wherein said means for securing 
comprises an packer assembly which is attached around the periphery of said 



1 

2 

3 body. 

1 26. The template of claim 1 8 wherein said first casing is drive pipe, 

2 conductor casing, surface casing, intemnediate casing, production liner or 

3 intermediate liner. 
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1 27. The template of claim 1 8 wherein said first casing is deviated. 

1 28. The template of claim 18 wherein said body has at least three 

2 axially extending bores therethrough. 

1 29. The template of claim 18 wherein said body is comprised of 

2 multiple components. 

1 30. The template of claim 29 wherein said body comprises a first 

2 section having a bore therethrough, a body section secured to said first section 

3 and having two bores therethrough, at least one first tubular member secured 

4 to said body section, and at least one second tubular member secured to said 

5 body section. 

1 31. The template of claim 29 further comprising an elongated frame 

2 interposed between and secured to said first and second tubular members. 

1 32. The template of claim 18 wherein said body Is generally 

2 cylindrical. 

1 33. The template of daim 18 wherein said end face is generally 

2 planar. 

1 34. Thetemplateofclaim18whereinsaidpluralltyof axially extending 

2 bores have dffferent lengths. 

1 35. A process for drilling wells via a first casing which extends from 

2 the surface of the earth into a first subterranean well bore, said process 

3 comprising: 

4 securing a defomied template having at least two tubulars which 

5 are defomied to said first casing; 

6 expanding each of said at least two tubulars; and 

7 drilling a second subterranean weD bore through one of said at 

8 least two tubulars Into a first subten^nean fomiation. 

1 36. The process of claim 35 further comprising; 

2 enlarging the diameter of said first well bore so as to provide a 

3 subterranean area into which said at least two tubulars can be expanded. 
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1 37. The process of daim 35 further comprising: 

2 securing a first length of production casing to said template, said 

3 first length of production casing extending into said second wen bore. 

1 38. The process of claim 37 further comprising: 

2 producing hydrocarbons from said first subterranean fomiation 

3 penetrated by said second well bore to said surface of the earth via said first 

4 length of production casing and said first subterranean well bore. 

1 39. The process of daim 35 further comprising; 

2 drilling a third subterranean well bore through another of said at 

3 least two tubulars. 

1 40. The process of daim 39 further comprising: 

2 securing a second length of production casing to said template, 

3 said first length of production casing extending Into said third well bore. 
1 41. The process of daim 40 further comprising: 

producing hydrocarbons from said second subterranean fomiation 
penetrated by said third well bore to said surface of the earth via said second 
length of production casing and said first subterranean well bore. 

1 42. The process of daim 35 wherein said first casing is drive pipe, 

2 conductor casing, surface casing, intennediate casing, production liner or 

3 intermediate liner. 

1 43. The process of daim 35 wherein said first casing is deviated. 

1 44. The process of claim 39 wherein said first, second and third 
subterranean well bores have substantially equal diameters. 

1 45. The process of daim 37 further comprising: 

2 securing a second defonned template to said first length of 

3 production casing. 

1 46. The process of claim 35 further comprising: 

2 securing a second defonned template to one of said at least two 

3 tubulars. 

1 47. All Inventions described herein. 
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Fig. 13 
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Fig. 15 b 





Fig. 1 6a 





112 




Fig.ldb 




Fig. J7a 




Fig. 17 b 





Fig. J8b 




wo 99/04135 



11 / 13 



PCT/US98A)4383 



Fig. 19 



Fig, 20 




290 



Z90 



wo 99/04135 

12 / 13 



Fig. 21a 




211 



Fig. 24 Q 



PCT/US98/04383 



fig. 21 b 




Fig. 24 b 



wo 99A>4135 PCTAJS98/04383 

13/13 



Fig, 25a fig- 25b 




Fig. 28a Fig, 28b 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



lotcrotdonal application Na 
PCT/US98AM383 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC(6) :E21B 23/00 

US CL :I75/SI; 166/207 
According to Intematiopal Patent Claisification (IPC) Of to both national classificatio n and IPC 
a FIELDS SEARCHED " 
Minimum docnmentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

U.S. : 175/61,75,79; 166/207.117.5^423 

Documentation searched other than minimum documeatatioa to the extent that such documents are mcluded in the fields seaicbcd 
none 

Electronic date base consulted during the international search (name of data base and. where pmetieable, search terms used) 
none 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of documenc with indicaiioa. where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant ts claim No. 


A.E 


US 5,732,773 A (PARKS ET AL) 31 March 1998 (31/03/98), see 
entire document. 


1-47 


A 


US 3,489,220 A (KINLEY) 13 January 1970 (13/01/70), see enUre 
document. 


1-47 


A 


US 5,366,012 (LOHBECK) 22 November 1994 (22/11/94), see 
entire document. 


1-47 



I I Further doccmenU are listed in the continuation of Box C. See patent family annex. 



^otim of eit 

*A* docttmntdsrwmt Uu|«ner«lMMtofllieHtwtucfattiMieoi»idmd 

to b* «f pwtactttw raUvatiM 

'E* cirlitr tfocumol pttblnlMd ea or ftftw ilw mcnuboiul fitin$ d«u 

*L' document whkfa nty throw do«to oa prioncy cUad) er which it 

cited to esteblUh th* puMicatioa dsu of tcuMkcr ciutkm or other 
ipceiml renon (tt ipeeificd) 

*0* dooiment lefmint (O «n oral diielutiro. um, cxhibidea or other 

RICUIB 

'P* documant published prior lo ihi inttrntuoittl ftliikf daU hul lattr thm 

0%* pyioftty df cUiwd 



Uter document pobliahvd aftor ih* tiiteiTistio(ul fUiii« datt or pfioiity 
data tad oocia coofUct widi tho application but citsd » undcmtnd 
tha prtMtpb or dioory under lying tha inventioa 

documant of paiucuUr ralcvanca; dM cUimed invcnuoo cannoc he 
eoruidared cmvcI or ctnnot b« conaidercd to inipohra ao invafidva uep 
vhco tha document u takca alone 

documacu of paruculai rekvanca; dia cbtmad nvcotioa cannot b* 
eoniidarad lo ifwoha an iavanttvo alap whan tha doeomani ta 
combbod with ont oi moro other tuch document, ttieh cetibtnatien 
baing ohviotu lo a paraen aktltad in tha art 

. dooancat mcrobet of iha aame potent faniJy 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
19 MAY 1998 



Date of mailing of the international search icport 

23 JUN 1998 



Name and malting address of the ISA/US 
Comfuiuigocr of PaUott and Trademaiks 
Box PCX 

Washington. O.C 20231 
FassimtleNo. (703) 305-3230 



p. NEUDER ^ 



Authorized officer 

WILLIAM P. NEUDER 
Telephone Ho. (703) 308-2168 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the apphcant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
3"^ADEDTEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



